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TO T,HE 


ELECTORS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
%,: Park, Surry, March, 2t, 1790. * 


ENTLEMEN, 
; Cy 


PERMIT me to call Jour attention to the 
Dialogue of the following ſheets. It relates to 
your beſt Privileges. | 
The converſation was ſupported with ſpirit by a 
neighbouring gentleman of immenſe property, 
whoſe anceſtors ſettled in this country ſoon after. 
the Conqueſt. He is advanced in years, but of a 
ſhrewd, piercing wit, à ſound judgment, and an 
excellent heart. To rally him on account of his 


2g rigciples, I call, him a Jacobite, | 
miner al 9 'B Sir 
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Sir George „ who is warmly attached to 
Mr. Pitt, ſuſtained alfo'a conſiderable ſhare of the 
Debate. a | 

The Rector of the Pariſh and myſelf filled up 
the intervals of diſcourſe with caſual and deſultory 
remarks, the greater part of which I have ſup- 
preſſed, as not being of ſufficient moment to in- 
tereſt attention. | | 

I have carefully preſerved the diſcriminating 
ſtyle of the ſpeakers; and I hope, Gentlemen, if 
the ſentiments I have retorded from fervent and 


| difintereſted Patriotiſm be honoured with appro- 


bation, from [ſimilar motives, you will propagate 
them with diligence, and carry them into effect 
with Reſolution and Zeal. And may unanimity 
and perſeverance complete the Freedom of Old 


England. 


1 have the honor to B 


* 


GENTLEMEN, 


* 
Your devoted, humble Servant, 
F 
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PRESENT——Sir George . Jacobite, 
Rector, Patriot, and others, 


PE ⁵ð e 


Sir George. I GIVE the Church and King, 
They are now more firmly united than ever— 
Thanks to the Intrepidity of Mr. Pitt. 

Reftor. Church and King—with all my heart, 

Jacobite. Ah! you are at your old work J per. 
ceive, Sir George! Well—I toaſt the Church and 
King conditionally that you drink in return— 

ort parliaments, and liberty of conſcience, of which 
the Church and King have robbed us. 

Sir George. To Order! To Onder! 

Facobite. It is vain to call to 1 Sir George, 
I am reſolved to think for myſelf, and to deliver 
my opinion in an open, honeſt manner.—I am no 
Courtier, nor do I want either place, penſion, or 
peerage. Pardon me, Sir, George, I mean no- 
thing perſonal, | 
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Sir George. I am decidedly againſt all innova- 
tion.. The bleſſings we enjoy under the Houſe of 
Hanover and our preſent moſt excellent Miniſter 
are ſufficient to make any reaſonable man ſatisfied, 

Jacobite. Satisfied, I | a 

Patriot. Pardon the interruption. The laſt 
time, gentlemen, that you did me the honour of 
dining at Part, our political opinions 
were delivered with a warmth that gave me pain, 
and with an irregularity that bordered on confu- 
ſion. Will you permit me to hope that the pre- 
ſent converſation will be conducted with greater 
dignity and decorum ? I mean with a gravity ſui- 
table to the vaſt importance of the ſubject; and 
with that attention to order which is neceffary in 
a communication of ſentiments. 

Jacobite. With all my heart, neighbour; 1 
love method in all things; and as Sir George is 
everlaſtingly oppoſing all projects of reform, on the 
plea of its being our duty to be ſatisfied with the 
bleſſings of the Houſe of Hanover, and the Go- 
vernthent of our moſt excelfent Miniſter—l aſk 
permiffion ro enquire int6 the nature and extent 
of thoſe bleſſings. | 


CHAPTER. 
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Of the BLESSINGS of the 
HOUSE J BRUNSWICK. 


— — 


Jacobite. And in the firſt place, Sir George, 
did the Houſe of Hanover aſcend the throne of 


theſe realms by divine rigbi Jure divine—by 


Right of Conque/t ; by purchaſe ; ar by compact? 
Rector. Be on your guard, Sir George, the 

Squire wiſhes to entice you into a dilemma. 
Jacobite. If Sir George anſwer Jure divino, 


I ſhall certainly enquire by what authority James 


the Second was deprived of his Throne; and what 
effential difference there is between the Houſe of 
Brunſwick and the Houſe of Cromwell. But let 
Sir George ſpeak for himſelf, 

Sir George. Certainly not by right divine. 

Facobite, By Conqueſt ? 

Sir George. By no means. 

Jacobite. A prudent anſwer ; for Dominion 
founded on Conquelt is a Dominion founded. on 


Violence, —To reſiſt it, is innocent and laudable. - 


No man can poſleſs a right to reduce a nation to 
ſlavery ; but every nation has a right to yindicate 
its freedom Rebellion, in this view of things, 
is a lex lalionis, which Heaven and Earth muſt 


view * 
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view with approbation; and to rebel is to retort; 
to retaliate war on a Conqueror. Do you deſire, 
Sir George, that the King of Great Britain ſnould 
found his right on Conqueſt? 

Sir George. God forbid, Sir. 

Jacobite. Did he purchaſe England and its de- 
pendencies, as German Princes are accuſtomed 
to purchaſe or exchange Territory ? Are the men, 
women and children of the Iſland his property? 

Sir George. No. | | 

acobite. Ihen the Sovereigns of the houſe of 


Brunſwick execute the laws of the realm by com- 


pad. 
Sir George. Granted. | 
Jacobite. Then the due execution of the laws, 
for. which, as Lord Chief Fuſtice of the common 
wealth, he receives a handſome ſalary, is the duty 
of the reigning Prince ? 
Sir George. Certainly. | 
acobite. The obligations, then, are recipro- 


cal; and the phraſe—the bleſſings beſtowed on 


the Houſe of Brunſwick, by the People of England 
— is as juſt and rational as—the bleſſings enjoyed 
by the People of England, under the mild and 
gracious government of the Houſe of Brunſwick ? - 
Sir George, There is an air of novelty in the 
language, but the Sentiment is jult. 
acobite. In human intercourſe, it is often 
ſeen that the benefits are beſtowed by one party 
more liberally than by the other. Will Sir George 
enumerate the bleſſings beſtowed by the Houſe of 
Brunſwick on the People of England? —— What, 
filent on a favourite topic!!! 17 
Sir George, The King 1s a good huſband—a 


good father—and a pious man, 
Jacobite. 


„ 


Jacobite. I am not ſpeaking of the virtues of 
the man, but of the munificence of the monarch; 
nor do I deſire you to limit your reſearches to the = 
preſent reign. Do you perſevere in ſilence? I | - = 
myſelf, then, ſuch is my loyalty—will attempt | -F 
the detail, 
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Containing a Detail of the Bleſſings beſtowed by the 
HOUSE or BRUNSWICK, 


ON THE 


PEOPLE or ENGLAN D. 


The firſt Bleſſing is the national debt. 
In 1684 it amounted to nothing. 
In 1784 it amounted to 246, ooo, ooo 
This is a very weighty bleſſing, and for which 
we can never be ſufficiently grateful. I hope— 
Sir George. Pardon the interruption but I 
muſt requeſt you to be more ſerious and candid. 
J do not deny that the national debt has increaſed 
to an alarming magnitude; but 1 contend that 
our commerce and national conſequence have in- 
creaſed: in proportion. 
Jacobite. Preſerve your temper, Sir George, 
I intreat you. If you do not admire truth when 
ſhe wears a gay and ſmiling aſpect, let her aſſume 
a ſterner countenance, and adjuſt the diſpute with 
gravity and preciſion. You affirm that our Com- 
merce has increaſed in the ratio of the _— 
ebt. 
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Debt. Let us appeal to facts. Even in the reign 
of Elizabeth, we had many princely Merchants, 
for whoſe uſe the Royal Exchange was built— 
and to whoſe daughters the proudeſt nobility paid 
their addreſſes. But ſuppoſe our foreign Com- 
merce had no exiſtence till the acceſſion of the 
preſent moſt gracious family, what is the amount 
of that Commerce ? | 
Sir George. I do not recollect exactly. 
Jacobite. In its improved ſtate, its annual 
amount is much under - / 20, ooo, ooo 
The profits not 4, ooo, ooo 
Now the intereſt of the debt in- 
curred to obtain this foreign 
Commerce, is upwards of - q, ooo, ooo 
So that for accidental profits not amounting to 
Four Millions per anpum, John Bull muſt pay 
Nine Millions intereſt for ever! Unleſs he diſ- 
charge the principal, or become a Bankrupt !!! 
And as to national glory, I call on Sir George 
to name a period when the name of a Britiſh 
Merchant was more reſpeQable in every part of 
the globe, when the terrors of a Britiſh fleet kept 
Europe in greater awe, than during the protec- 
.torſhip' of Cromwell. Sir George is ſilent, and 
yet the uſurper—ſuch was his admirable and 
exemplary economy—paid the expences of the 
civil eſtabliſhment, and all the Army and Navy 
contingencies, once à month, with a ſum leſs than 
a grateful people allow the Princes of the Houſe 
of Brunſwick for the civil liſt alone. 
For Cromwell expended monthly - £70,000 
And our gracious Sovereign receives 75,000 
The Army and Navy coſt us 
monthly, and in a time of 360,000 
profound peace. 


Difference per month - - - - - 365,000 
| C 
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After making the moſt ample deductions for 


the variation in the value of coin, and other col- 


lateral cauſes, the difference is great, myſterious, 
and aſtoniſhing. Well might Milton explain — 
* The Trappings of a Monarch are ſufficient to 
ſupport à Republic.“ —— 

Sir George. Facts are certainly ſtubborn and 
irreſiſtable evidence. As to Milton's objection, 
it is obviated by Dr. Johnſon, who has properly 
obſerved that the money allotted for the Civil Liſt 
is circulated at home, and conſequently beneficial. 

Patriot. In my opinion, Sir George, the ob- 
jection confirms. the juſtice of the complaint. 
The dirty channels through which the Civil Liſt 
allowance circulates are the indirect cauſe of all 
our evils, foreign and domeſtic. 

Jacobite. And as long as you have Princes 
on the throne, who have foreign dominions of 
their own to cultivate and defend, you 

Patriot. To order ! | | 

Jacobite. I ſubmit, ——As to the glory of our 
arms, I refer with rapture to the atchievements 
of a Marlborough, when a Stuart Anna reigned. 

Sir George. Have not the Brunſwick family 
patronized the Arts ? 3 

Jacobite. Aſk Sir Joſhua Reynolds f. This I 
know—They do not patronize Science. And to 
this opinion, every genius of Cambridge and 
Oxford will ſubſcribe. In the reign of Queen 
Anne, the Auguſtan age of England, learning 

5 was 


+ © So very mean an Idea does the Prince of Wales entertain 
* of the whole Claſs of Britiſſ Artiſts, that the Decorations of 
*+* Cariton-Houſe (though built by public Subſcription) are con- 


_ *» ſigned to the Arrangement and Taſte of Foreigners, expreſsly 


invited to this Country for that Purpoſe!!!” Extract from a 
P:mphiet publithed lately by an Old Artiſt. 
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was a certain road to wealth and fame. But now, 
if a man poſſeſs the intellectual energies of New- 
ton; the fine imagination of Pope; or the judi- 
cious elegance of Addiſon—he may live in ob- 
ſcurity and die in complicated wretchedneſs, for 
any aid that will be afforded him from the Houſe 
of Brunſwick. Even our language, though ſuſ- 
ceptible of great improvement, has been neglect- 
ed, ſhamefully neglected ſince the acceſſion of a 
foreign family to the throne. While Johnſon was 
engaged in his ſtupendous Dictionary, he was 
ſupported by the contributions of Bookſellers, 
This was ſufficient to ſuppreſs the laudable ambi- 
tion of the ſcholar, and to produce that negli- 
gence in the execution of which the learned ſo 
juſtly complain. Gracious heaven! that a Prince 
who receives, from the public purſe, a ſtipend of 
nine hundred thouſand pounds per annum, ſhould 
give no ſupport, no encouragement to an enter- 
prize of luck dignity and importance is truly aſ- 
toniſhing ! ! 

. the accompliſhed Lord Cheſterfield, 
no man of rank countenanced our Britiſh Lexico- 
grapher in this great and arduous undertaking. 
And thus the Englith language, which merits uni- 
verſal precedency, is neglected; and French, which 
a wiſe and politic people have cultivated with un- 
remitting oro is univerſally received. And 
this I enumerate among the bleſſings beſtowed by 
the Houſe of Brunſwick, on the people of Eng- 
land. 

Sir George. You are too ſevere, 

| Patriot, 


+ The Sentiments of this Gentleman are the Sentiment; of 
thouſands, But the author deſires to be anſwerable for thoſe 
only whieh are ſpoken by the Patriot. N 
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Patriot. As a friend to my country, I lament 
there is ſuch cauſe for ſeverity of cenſure. 

Rector. And fo do [—Claflical learning is at a 
very low ebb. And the Engliſh language,—to us 
the moſt important of all languages—meets with 
no encouragement from the throne. Yet men of 
eminent literature I ſpeak it to their honour— 
pay the utmoſt attention to elegance of diction. 
And the public at large are ready to give every 
encouragement to its general improvement. 

Jacobite. The old adage is a good one; ex ni- 
hils fit nibil. His Majeſty however, as Sir George 
obferves, is a good father, and a pious man, He 
keeps ſteadily in view the dictum of the Apoſtle. 
He who provideth not for his own is worſe than an in- 
fact. If we accurately eſtimate the annual income 
of our gracious ſovereign, forcign and domeſtic, 
it will be found to exceed that of Queen Anne up- 
wards of half a million per annum. 

And yet it is remarkable that Queen Anne, 
during a widorious var, voluntarily contributed 
one hundred thouſand per annum of her civil liſt 
allowance, to the exigencies of the ſtate. On the 
contrary, our moſt excellent and beloved ſove- 
reign, the © Father of his people, in the midſt 
of a ruinous war—fleets captured, armies defeated, 
and commerce ſuſpended—at the moment when 
the brighteſt jewel in the imperial Crown of Eng- 
land was at ſtake—and a debt unprecedented in 
the annals of the world was accumulating on a 
loyal people,—came forward, ſolicited and obtain- 
ed an addition of one hundred thouſand per ann, II! 

ucen Anne had a fooliſh predilection for the peo- 
ple, whom the conſidered as thoſe, for whom it 
was her duty to provide; but our gracious 8So- 
vereign, poſſeſſing ſuperior wiſdom and informa- 
tion, is of opinion that charity begins at home. * F 

ir 


- 
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Sir George, My dear Sir, be more temperate 
and reſerved in the communication of your ſenti- 
ments. J | 

Jacocite. It is pleaſant enough to hear citizens, 
under the © auſpicious reign,” of the Brunſwicks, 
cautioning each other to beware of ine, pil ory, 
and impriſonment for a plain detail of facts. Dol 
not contribute largely to the ſupport of the State? 
And have I not an undoubted right to complain of 
every encreaſe of my burden? I candidly own that 
the reſtriction on freedom of ſpeech and the liber- 
ties of the preſs, under the government of the 
Stuarts, was unconſtitutional and abſurd. But in 


a priſon of the metropolis, two gentlemen are now 


confined on principles as odious and ſevere as any 
on record. My neighbour, here, was accuſtomed 
to rally me on the cruel and deſpotic conduct of 
Fefferies; but he is now ſilent. Let it therefore 
be remembered, among the other bleſſings beſtow- 
ed on the people of England, during the reign of 
the Brunſwicks, that fruth has been diſcovered to 
be a /ibel; and juries pronounced incompetent to 
judge of law, as well as of fads. 

Sir George. His Majeſty is not anſwerable for 
the doctrines laid down by the judges. You ought 
to have noticed to his honour, that he has made 
them independent, ] 

Facobite. True, for penſions and peerages, 
forſooth, have no influence in the breaſt of a judge. 

When ſpeaking of the National Debt, 1 ought 
to have ſtated that ne hundred and ten millions 


. were ſpent in diſmembering the empire; for that 


is preciſely the ſum which it coſt us to loſe Ame. 

rica. 
To this ,pernut me to add the prodigious ex- 
pence of blood and treaſure, in conſequence of 
continental 
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continential alliances F —the increaſe of taxes; 
the alarming extenſion of the exciſe laws ; a regu- 
lar ſyſtem of political corruption ; and a daring 
violation of the rights of the people in the election of 
repreſentatives, and the picture will be com- 
plete. 


+ Happy it would have been for old England, had Parlia- 
ment purchaſed Hanover of George the Firſt, and then reſold it 
to the beſt bidder, Our Kings might then have a ſingle eye to 
the glory of this Country, 


CHAPTER 


Ca 


G HAN 


Concerning the CONDUCT of the 
PEOPLE ENGLAND, 
| TO THE 


HOUSE of BRUNSWICK. 


Jacobite. To evince the generous conduct of 
the people of England to the Houſe of Brunſwick, 
I aſk leave to notice, in the firſt place, the treat- 
ment of the young Pretender, as we ſtyle him, in 
compliment to the reigning family. 

In the contemplation 'of law, as well as in the 
ſight of an impartial God, the youth was innocent. 
Charles the Firſt was certainly guilty of High 

Treaſon againſt the Majeſty of he people ; never- 
theleſs his ſon was reſtored. The imprudent con- 
duct of our preſent gracious Sovereign would not 
vitiate the Title of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales. But the people of England, in the ex- 
ceſs of their attachment to the Houſe of Brunſ- 

wick, abjured the poſterity of James for ever. 

To the magnificent eſtabliſhment granted to the 
chief magiſtrate, I muſt not forget to add the un- 
exampled liberality of Parliament to the m_—_ of 
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Wales. What a ſplendid donation from a people 
overwhelmed with taxes !—A donation, alas! 
that muſt ſhortly be repeated. 

In a few words—on every emergency, though 
provoked by the inſolence and injuſtice of Miniſ- 
ters + —the people of England have been ſteady 
and uniform in their attachment to the Houſe of 
Brunſwick. How far the Adminiſtration of the 
Houſe of Brunſwick has been favourable to /iber- 

learning, and commerce, you mult determine 
2 rom the facts before you. Certain I am, it is fol- 
ly and wickedneſs to oppoſe any ſcheme of civil 
and political reform, on a plea of gratitude for 
the bleſſings beſtowed by the Houſe of Brunſwick 
on the people of England. To ſpeak in the ten- 
dereſt terms, the Subject has amply compenſated 
the © Bieſſings of the Sovereign.” 

Sir George. But why do you pals in filence the 


ſecurity af the Proteſtant ſucceſſion by the glori- 
ous increaſe of the Royal Family. 


acabite. From motives of delicacy. There is 


neither praiſe nor reproach due to the ſovereign 


on account of the number of his children, But 


ſince you have forced me on the ſubject, I will 


Tpeak with my accuſtomed frredom. | 
To have an heir to the throne, in the reigning 
"family, is deſireable. But if the ſovereign has a 


numerous 5 I cannot but lament the cir- 
cumſtance wit 


unfeigned regret. 
When the worthy Citizens of London regale 


themſelves with Cake and Caudle at St. James's, 
and lift up their hands and eyes in pious gratitude 


to — for the birth of another child, I applayd 
| . their 


| FF Middleſex Election, for inſtance. And during the Ss 
can War; when the Royal Family was deaf to the Prayers of 


Millions at home and abroad. 
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their Loyalty, at the ſame time that I ſmile at their 
ſimplicity- | 

In a moral view, the increaſe of the Royal Fa- 
mily is an evil. By an abſurd and faſtidious diſtinc- 
tion of rank lately imported from Germany, the 
Princes of the auguſt Houſe of Brunſwick are in 
a condition more pitiable than Eunuchs ; for 
Caſtration leſſens the importunities of deſire, and 
ſecures an eaſy victory over the paſſions. But 
they are now compelled by the irrefiſtable laws of 
nature to debauch the virgin, ſeduce wedded in- 
nocence, or aſſociate with abandoned proſtitutes. 
Marry they muſt not—unleſs they have the heroiſm 
to prefer virtue and love to the ſmiles of a Court, 
and the mandates of a Throne. The influence, 
meanwhile, of Royal diſſipation is fatal to a young 
nobility, and to all the inferior- orders of the 
State. 

But the condition of the female iſſue of the ſo- 
vereign is by far the moſt pitiable; for the lord of 
nature is no reſpecter of perſons. The dominion 
of paſſion is univerſal. In the Palace and the cot- 
tage, love ſheds his ſweet influence on the heart, 
and awakens. young deſire. Such is the pleaſuge 
of Heaven ; nor can human laws intercept the di- 
vine decree. 

No one not totally deſtitute of thoſe fine ſenſi- 
bilities which diſtinguiſh human nature, can view 
the lovely victims in the Royal Convent, without 
feeling the utmoſt deteſtation of that cruel policy 
which compels them to counteract the deſtination 
of their ſex, 

In many reſpe&s, their ſituation is more deplo- 
rable than that of nuns ; becauſe moſt of thoſe who 
take the veil do voluntarily devote themſelves to a 
life of Celibacy. And even when they take the 
veil by the command or importunities of their 

D friends, 


ce 
= 
* 
—— - 
— S "> a: _< 
_— = - am 
— 
FF - 
PE * by : 


SAG. 


— - ww 


(18 ) 


friends, they are not ſo worthy of commiſeration 
as the illuſtrious daughters of our gracious Sove- 
reign. For in a nunnery, they are ſecluded from 
the world, from thoſe temptations which inflame 
the breaſt, and endanger virtue. In the. awful 
ſolitude which ſurrounds them, every object has 
a tendency to chill deſire, and animate devotion ; 
every emblem of human mortality which preſents 
itſelf to view, reminds them that they are ſtrang- 
ers and pilgrims on earth, and with filent elo- 
quence exhorts them to deſpiſe the polluting joys 
of this tranſitory life, and to place their affections 
on a better world. Severe in diſcipline, and ab- 
ſtemious in diet, they faſt—they pray—they riſe at 
midnight—and with a zeal that manifeſts ſincerity, 
they embrace every opportunity of mortifying 
thoſe frailties which arc inſeparable from our na- 
ture. | 
Sir George. And after all, ſome of the young 
devotees are glad to have their ardour cooled by 
a Father Confeſſor. | 
acobite. When a reluQtant novice is compelled 
to take the Veil, ſhe may yield to the ſtrong in- 
ducements of her ſex, and as ſhe has no power 
of ſelection, it will not be ſurpriſing if her Con- 
feſſor ſupply the place of a lover. The remark, 
however, is invidious, yet I am willing to allow it 
all the force Sir George can deſire. At the ſame 
time it would be unpardonable in an Advocate for 
Truth not to avail himſelf of ſo fair an opportu- 
' nity to retort the argument; for if a Nun, not- 
withſtanding the rigid and devout economy of a 
Convent, be ſeduced into a tender correſpondence 
with her Father Confeſſor, how ſevere muſt be the 
conflict, how perilous the ſituation of illuſtrious 
ladies ſurrounded by the ſplendid attractions of a 
| | Court ? 


CI 


Court? Love can gain no admittance into a Nun- 
nery, unleſs the lady who enters to aſſume the 
Veil conceal him in her breaſt. But at Theatres 
—at Balls—at Concerts—in Drawing-rooms— 
ten thouſand blooming Cupids diſplay their ſoft 
enchantments to the eye, and direct their poi- 
ſoned arrows to the heart. And as nature has pro- 
vided no particular panoply for royal boſoms; the 
miſchievous little deities delight to inflict wounds 
which never can be healed, and to create deſires 
which never can be gratified—but with the loſs 
of honour, and perhaps, of life. 

Lovely *****, thy throbbing heart—thy peace 
deſtroyed for ever—confirm - theſe melancholy 
Truths ! | 

In a political view the increaſe of the Royal Fa- 
mily is far from being a bleſſing; for how are fo 
numerous an offspring to be maintained ? 

Sir George. By the nation to be ſure, | 

Jacobite. Yes, yes, the Royal Paupers muſt 
come on the Nation for a Settlement. : 

Sir George. My dear Sir———Paupers 7 

Jacobite. Aye, Paupers, Sir George——for 1 
know the difference between meum and tuum. I 
live in this neighbourhood in hereditary indepen- 
dence of mind and fortune. I ſpeak my honeſt 
ſentiments without apology or . reſerve. For my 
part, I know ſomething of Fox hunting, but I am 
a total ſtranger to Levee hunting. With me, a 
King is a Magiſtrate—and the duties of a King 
and People are reciprocal. With Courtiers, a King 
is a Golden Calf, betore whom they fall down and 
worſhip. They Kiſs his hand and they would kiſs 
his for a farthing. 

Patriot. My worthy friend, I muſt call you to 
order—keep the line, I intreat your 
D 2 
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Jacobite. Whoever is ſupported by the elee- 
moſynary contributions of a pariſh or a nation, is 


a pauper, or a If he can ſupport himſelf, 
he needs not the benevolent affiſtance of others— 
if he cannot ſupport himſelf he is a penſioner on 
the bounty of his benefactors. 

Rector. ( afide) Coarſe language, but ſound 
ſenſe. | 6 

Facobite. I often ſmile at the abſurd compli- 
ments paſſed on the Condeſcenſion, Goodneſs, and 
Generofity of Princes. If, from the immenſe re- 
ſources which they derive from the public witals, 
they beſtow a trifling donation on indigence or 
genius, the public prints are filled with eulogiums 
on the royal donor, though not a word of applauſe 
is beſtowed on the generofity of the peoplo, with 
whom theſe bleſſings originate. 

The. numerous progeny, then, of our gracious | 
Sovereign muſt be ſupported by the toils of the 
Peaſant, and the contributions of Barbers, But- 
chert, Taylors, &c.— Men on whom Greatneſs 
uſually looks down with diſdain, but to whom, in 
fact, Kings are indebted for the ſplendor they 
en Oy. f 

The ſums neceſſary to ſupport twelve ſeparate 
eſtabliſhments will be a fatal check to the reduc- 
tion of the National Debt, confider that. 

Patriot. But it is wiſer to ſubmit to this weighty 
impoſt, than to attempt to leflen it by foreign 
Marriages. | 

Jacobite. So it is. I hate thoſe continental al- 
liances, they may ruin the Kingdom, but can 
never afford it any laſting, ſolid advantages. 

As to the Male Branches of the Royal Family, 
I am ſorry—in a political ſenſe they are ſo nu- 
merous, If we judge of thoſe, who are riſing 

into 
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into Notice, from thoſe who have already appeared 
in Public, I am under the moſt painful apprehen- 
ſions, that an immenſe Revenue will be neceſl; 
to ſupport them in the Splendor and Magnificence 
to which they conceive themſelves entitled. 

Sir George, But the higher offices of the State 
may be entruſted to their Care, by which means 
they will enjoy a conſiderable revenue. 

Jacobite. The Remedy, in my humble opini- 
on, is worſe than the diſeaſe. If ever a conteſt 
ſhould ariſe between a Sovereign of the Houſe of 
Brunſwick and the People of England—which 
God avert—I ſhould be ſorry if our Archbiſhops— 
Admiral. Commanders in Chief— and firſt Lords of 
the Treaſury and Admiralty - be the Sons or Bro- 
thers of the King. Beſides, all Places of Honour 
and Emolument ought to be the Reward of official 
merit. 

You have urged me to declare my ſentiments on 
this topic, Sir George, or I ſhould have been 
ſilent. All that I have in view is ſimply this the 
People of England are under no ſuch-obligations ro 
the auguſt Houſe of Brunſwick as to make them a 
compliment of their Liberties, or to ſuppreſs any 
Syſtem of Reform which they may have in Con 
templation. | 


CHAPTER 
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Which Treats of the Virtues of 


Mr. P g% | _ I 


Jacobite. That Mr. Pitt is a high Prerogative 
Man is evident from the Manner in which he came 
into Power, and from the whole of his conduct 
ſince. As to his taking part with the People 
againſt the hereditary Right of the Prince of 
Wales, it proves---nothing. Had he been in op- 
poſition he probably would have taken the very 
2 which he affected to condemn in Mr. 

ox. 

Sir George. Does any meaſure of Mr. Pitt's 

political lite juſtify ſo harſh a cenſure ? 

'  Facobite, Yes, He gained his popularity by 
declaiming againſt the imperfect repreſentation of 
the People in Parliament, and though he has 
been nearly ſeven years in power, he has done 
nothing towards redreſling the grievance. | 

Patriot. In candour, I muſt admit your re- 
mark to be juſt, N 5 

ir 
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Sir George. But Mr. Pitt confeſſes the exiſtence 
of the evil; and pledged himſelf the other day 
to bring the ſubject forward—at a convenien 
ſeaſon. 

Jacobite. It is that duplicity in Mr. Pitt which 
I abhor. The convenient ſeaſon will be when he 
is out of power. The plea of the French Revo- 
lution + is a mere farce. Mr. Pitt was ſeveral 

ears in office before the National Aſſembly was 
in being. ; 

Rector. It cannot be denied. 

Sir George. You will allow that Mr. Pitt is a 
man of conſiderable talents, and that the choice 
does honour to the ſovereign. 

Jacobite. As to the intuitive ſagacity of the 
ſovereign in diſcovering the talents of a Miniſter 
in a beardleſs boy, I wiſh to paſs it over in re- 
ſpectful ſilence. Were I King, I do not think I 
ſhould entruſt the Adminiſtration of public affairs 
to a child. If I did, it would be with a view to 
mortifſy beyond expreſſion mortify—thoſe expe- 
rienced men whom J had diſmiſſed from my coun- 
cils. And even then—as ſome people imagine is 
the caſe now—he ſhould be a mere puppet. All 
the grand movements of the State Machine ſhould 
be regulated by a Hawkeſbury, or a Thurlow, 
or as Lord Chatham happily expreſſed it—by a 
power behind the Throne. 

As to the talents of Mr. Pitt, they are beſt diſ- 
cerned in their effects. In Foreign politics, he 
has had no opportunity of ſhewing himſelf. The 
poverty and diſtracted councils of France—the 
War embarraſſments of the Imperial Courts 
and the terror of the Pruſſian Arms render that 


peace 
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peace neceſſary to foreign powers, which miniſ- 
2 hirelings aſcribe to the abilities of Mr. 
itt. 

In Domeſtic affairs, his ſucceſs has not been 
equal to expectation. People not in the ſecret are 
apt to extol the wiſdom and diligence of a Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer for providing the neceſ- 
ſary Supplies of the State; not conſidering that 
ten thouſand ſchemes of Taxation are ſent to his 
office by ingenious men, who expect to reap emo- 
lument from their being adopted. 

Sir George. But ſurely there is merit in ſelect- 
ing the belt. 

acobite. True, Sir George, and it is here 
Mr. Pitt ſhews his want of judgment and expe- 
rience ; for he has ſcarcely paſſed one Tax Bill 
of importance during His miniſtry, which he has 


not been compelled to amend or repeal. You 


know the opinion of the Lord Chancellor on the 
Tobacco Bill. You know the fate of the Shop 
Tax. You know the price we pay for Teas, not- 
withſtanding that nefarious impoſition on the pub- 
lIic—the Commutation lax. And as to Exciſe- 
men, they will ſoon overſpread the land, like lo- 
cuſts. 
Patriot. I hope not. 

acobite. A Miniſter ſhould be the Guardian 
of public health, as well as of the public purſe. 
But hear what the great philanthropiſt, Mr. 
Howard, ſays of the conſequences of the laſt 
Tax on Windows. In my various journeys in 
England and Wales, I have ſeen many houſes 
* defaced on account of the odious Tax on Win- 
dos; and I cannot help repeating my concern 
© for it's pernicious effects. I am perſuaded it 
“has a very bad influence on the health; and 


e this may be one reaſon that the lower claſſes of 
| people 


CW 


te people have not ſuch healthy, and ruddy com- 
e plexions now, as they had formerly.“ 

Without the moſt diſtant defire of leſſening Mr. 
Pitt's reputation for talents and integrity, 1 con- 
tend, that no part of his condu& has laid the 
people of England under ſuch obligations as ought 


to induce them to poſtpone their plans of Re- 
form. | 


+ It was certainly Mr, Pitt's intereft to take the popular fide 


of the queſtion during the King's inſanity, but wwe ought in can- 


dour to hope, that he ated alſo from principle. 
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rern VII. 


Concerning LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE. 


acobite. I heartily wiſh that all men enjoyed 
full liberty of Conſcience, without ſuffering, in 
conſequence, any infringement of their real 
Rights. This is the firſt reform I wiſh. 

Sir George, King James wiſhed the ſame, 

Jacobite. He did, Sir George, and I think it 
a hard caſe that a Monarch ſhould be driven from 
his Throne for liberality of ſentiment. What 
ſay you, Doctor: 

Rector. Liberal views exalt and adorn our 
nature. But it is poſſible to be liberal to an ex- 
ceſs, and to overthrow thoſe boundaries of right 
and wrong —of truth and falſehood, which pro- 
mote the peace of mankind in this life, and their 
telicity in the life to come. — The Monthly Re- 
viewers 


Jacobite. 


( 27 ) 


Jacobite. D n the Monthly Reviewers, for 
a ſet of bigotted, illiberal fellows. 

Reclor. Softly, good Sir, the Monthly Re- 
viewers are preciſely of the ſame opinion as your- 
ſelf with reſpe& to univerſal Toleration ; they 
conceive that the complainants have reaſon on 
their ſide, and that the fears of the Church are 

roundleſs. + 

Jacobite. | beg their pardon, they are gentle- 
men of ſenſe and candour, I perceive. 

Rector. We caſily diſcover candour and good 
ſenſe in thoſe who are of our opinion ; but I was 
going to obſerve that the Monthly Reviewers have 
cenſured as a Blaſphemer a Writer“ who has fully 
and effectually demonſtrated the * 
and danger of unlimited Toleration. 

Patriot. 1 have ſeen the pamphlet to which 
you allude, and I entirely agree in ſentiment with 
the Gentlemen who write the Review of Books 
in a Publication which I have read for many 
years, f on account of its hiſtorical and claſſical 
reſearches. The high character given of the 
pamphlet in queſtion in point of entertainment, 

argument, and ſatire, is ſufficient to confute the 
_ precipitate cenſure of the Monthly Reviewers. 

Rector. They admit that Theodoſius is“ vehe- 
&* ment and ſatirical,” but they are obviouſly of- 
fended at his ſevere treatment of Dr. Prieſtiy; 
but theſe little prejudices muſt be overlooked. 
Dr. Pricſtley is profeſſedly a Socinian, and ſo are 
feveral of the Gentlemen who conduct the 
Monthly Review. Now let 1t be luppoled that 


E 2 you 
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you are an 4rminian—how difficult it would be to 
diveſt yourſelf of prejudice, and give an equitable 
account of a Calviniſtical performance! Vice verſa, 
if a Calviniſt, your prejudice might warp your 
judgment of an Arminian production. In the con- 
cluſion of his pamphlet, Theodoſius has preſumed 
to avow his Truth of the Bleſſed Trinity, and to 
challenge Dr. Prieſtley to meet him on Scripture 
grounds. Now the Doctrine of the Trinity is 
blaſphemy in the opinion of the majority of the 
Monthly Reviewers (for I know them well) and 
to challenge Dr. Prieſtley on Scripture grounds, 
they very naturally pronounce ab/iurd ; But on all 
religious ſubjects, I totally diſregard their opi- 
nions. 

Sir George. IJ have read Theodofius with plea- 
ſure; yet I think his apprehenſions of the un- 
bounded influence of Mrs. Fitzherbert, in pro— 
moting the cauſe of popery is rather unwarrant- 
able; for, in the firſt place, ſhe is not, in con- 
templation of law, the Conſort of the Prince of 
Wales; and ſecondly her influence over his Royal 
Highneſs i is rapidly on the decline. 

acobite. 1 am glad of it, from my ſoul. His 
Royal Highneſs will never reign in the affections 
of the people, it that woman aſcend the throne. 

Patriot. But do not ſuch reports originate in 
ſtate artifice? I admit the public viſits of his Royal 
Highneſs are not ſo frequent as in Park-lane; but 
then the frivate paſſage from the garden of Carlton 
Houle, to the houte of Mrs. Firzherbert in Pall- 
mall, affords every opportunity of intercourſe and 
correſpondence that the moſt youthful and ſanguine 
lovers can deſire. 

Sir George. That a correſpondence of the de- 


ſcription to which you allude occaſionally takes 
place 


2 


if 
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place between the parties, I do not deny. Diſguſt 
has not yet riſen fo high as to ſubdue appetite. 
But I contend that the jealouſy and diſappointed 
ambition of the lady render her company irklome, 
and even hateful. Such and fo frequent are their 
altercations, that the domeſtics are in continual 
expectation of a final and forma! ſeparation. f 

Rector. I pray to God to haſten the event. 

Patriot. And yet ihe appears to be a lady of a 
ſweet and affable ſpirit ; and courteous, to exceſs, 
to all around her, 


Sir George, Her real diſpoſition cannot be 


known; for ſuch is her ſituation, that the ſlighteſt 
offence to any lady of rank might exclude her from 
polite ſociety. It would be inſtantly diſcovered 
that Mrs. Fitzherbert is a widow, and conſequent- 
ly not eligible company for married Ladies. Hence, 
to the Ducheſs of Cumberland, the Ducheſs of 


Devonthire, and to other Ladies of diſtinction, 


who—in compliment to the Prince—condeſcend to no- 
tice her; Mrs. Fitzherbert behaves with utmoſt 
affability, ſubmiſſion, and meanneſs, 


Rector. The affair of the Marquis de Bellois + 


was an wnlucky circumſtance, The Prince, I am 
told, has made enquirics—the reſult - not ſuch a 
tender lover could with, Of all the lady's enemies, 
none have done her ſo irreparable an injury as Mr. 
Erſkine, her Advocate: 1 mean in a moral ſenſe. 
By bringing the filly buſineſs into Court, he at- 
forded an opportunity to the offender to ſtate, cor- 


roborate, and ſolemnly afhrm his charge to be a 


fact, 
Sir 


+ It is reported, that this Lady is on the Point of Marriage 


with a certain Commoner in Love with her —jointwre. On which 


the Oracle, of the 24 of April, aſks—** Ought ihe not to be 


* tried for bigamy ?” Anſwer. No. If ſhe be now a proſlitute. 
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Sir George. His Charge? The affair was com- 
municated by Lady W———. As to Mr. Er- 
ſkine, he has paid ſufficiently dear for his indiſ- 
cretion. In the opinion of the learned world, he 
received from the Defendant ** a Check, ſeaſonable 
and merited.+” 

Ever fince this unlucky piece of buſineſs was 
firſt divulged, their little altercations have riſen to 
ſerious quarrels; and had not the fair tranſgreſſor 
reſorted to an extraordinary expedient, the union 
had been long ago diſſolved. 5 

* What expedient, Sir George? 

ir George. To a declaration of pregnancy. 

Jacobite, The devil ſhe did? Ah! ah! Why 
then we ſhould have had a young pretender of the 
Houſe of Brunſwick ! ah, ah, ah 

Patriot. Pleaſant manceuvre—ah, ah, ah 

Rector. A very ſerious one, in my humble 
opinion; I hope they do not intend to adopt any 
warming: pan ſchemes. | 

Sir George. No, no—it was merely a contri- 
vance to bring about a reconciliation after a fracas, 
and perhaps an innocent attempt to recall and con- 
firm departed love. Every poflible preparation was 
made for the introduction of the illuſtrious little 


perſonage into this world of wonders, when it was 


ſuddenly pretended—for the joke could not be 
carried beyond the accuſtomed ſpace of time— 
that the prominent waiſt was filled with wind / 
All: Ah! ah! ah! | 5 
Jacobite. But pray, Sir George, as you are 
much among the great folks, what was the fracas 
to which yow allude ? | 
Sir George. A mere bagatelle, in itſelf—it ori- 
ginated in the Lady's curigſity. Coffee * _ 
| erve 
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ſerved up as uſual after dinner, and Mrs. Fitzer- 
bert was eagerly prying into futurity, when his 
Highneſs approached her, and with an air of gaiety 
and good humour, exclaimed—< ſo Fitz, you 
are conſulting the de/tinies, I preſume, on your 
old buſineſs—a coronation ®”” Mortified beyond 
meaſure at having her ſecret wiſhes thus expoſed 
to the company, the lady turned pale, and with 
a look of the utmoſt indignation, daſhed the cof- 
fee grounds in his face. 

Jacobite. Excellent! | 

dir George. Words roſe very high—nothing 
was heard but mutual complaint, recrimination. 
and reproach. The lady, who did me the honour 
to communicate this little anecdote, ſoon roſe and 


wWithdrew. 


Patriot. But is it poſſible that a Lady of birth 
and education ſhould ſeriouſly believe in the pre- 
diction of events by coffee grounds ? 

Rector. A papiſt, Sir, will believe any thing. 
Popery is the parent of aſtrology, necromancy, 
divination by dreams, ghoſts, apparitions, pal- 
meſtry, &. Were the prieſt to check the natu- 
ral propenſity of the human mind to confide in 
* and nonſenſe, the people would reject, as 
fabulous, the legends of monks and the miracles 

of ſaints. * 
Sir George. You mentioned palmeſtry, and it 
brought another anecdote to remembrance. 

Patriot. Have the goodneſs, Sir George, to 
relate it. The lady, as you obſerve, is now of _ 
little importance—but as ſhe was lately within, the” 
Palſibility of throwing the State into diſtreſs and con- 
fuſion, every thing that relates to her is intereſting. 

Jacobite. So it is, Neighbour—Sir George, 
proceed, 

Sir 


82 


Sir George. I muſt inform you of a Man who 
was ſometime ago confined- in Shoreditch Work- 
houſe. His memory is prodigious; he quotes 
Scripture, Chapter and Verſe, with an accuracy 
that is truly aſtoniſhing ; but his felicity of appli- 
cation has principally contributed to his fame. 
The numbers which reſort to him of every rank, 
from the Royal Family itſelf down to the meaneſt 
Citizen are incredible. It is his practice to look 
in the hand, before he refers to any paſſage of 
Scripture. Ihis alone is ſufficient to convince a 
Philoſopher that he is either nh e or an impo/tor. 
But as there has been, in ſeveral inſtances, an 
accidental coincidence of events with the predic- 
tion, the credulous are ſeriouſſy perſuaded he is 
a Prophet. He has been frequently at the houſe 
of my noble friend, Lord ******, in Hertford- 
Street, and I confeſs my ſurprize at the innu- 
merable inſtances of pertinent and happy allu- 
fions, which he diſplayed in a large and polite 
company. | 

Of the Princeſs Royal he is exceedingly fond. 
He made ſeveral curious emblems and devices 
from ſcripture ſubjeQs, which her Royal High- 
neſs condeſcended to accept from the hands of 
Poor-Help, as he names himſelf. 

Credulous from education, and under the ut- 
moſt ſolicitude to anticipate the decrees of Heaven 
reſpecting the. Royal Diadem, Mrs. Fitzherbert 
wiſhed to conſult him. An opportunity ſoon of- 
fered to gratify curioſity. A party of the Nobi- 
lity had ſent for Poor-Help to a houſe in Pall- Mall 
—unleſs-my memory fail, it was Cofway's ; but 
that is of no moment. After he had dealt a por- 
tion of ſcripture to ſeveral noble perſonages, Mrs. 
Fitzherbert accoſted him in the moſt affable and 


condeſcending manner imaginable holding out 
her 


6 


hand, and requeſting him, with a moſt engaging 
ſmile, to diſcloſe her deſtiny. 

You expect, ſaid the ſurly Prophet, to be a 
Dueen---but 

The Lady was in great confuſion, and evidently 
felt the ſame painful anxiety as a criminal, who 
waits the verdict of a jury, or the ſentence of a 
judge. 

But it is not the will of Governor God that you 

ſhould be a Queen. 
This evidently increaſed the Lady's diſtreſs. 
Defirous, however, of perſuading the company 
that a Diadem was not the object of her ambition, 
ſhe aſſumed unuſual gaiety, and endeavoured once 
more 'to faſcinate the Prophet with her ſmiles. 
And, pray, what am I to be, Poor-Help ? 

Read what St. John has written in the Apo- 
calypſe concerning the Whore of Babylon. 

This was too much for female e to ſuſ- 
tain. Confounded and enraged, Mrs. Fitzherbert 
roſe from her chair—darted acroſs the room---and 
inſtantly withdrew. The company, meanwhile, 
loſt in aſtoniſhment, gazed alternately on the Pro- 
_ phet and each other, not daring to approve what 
politeneſs condemned, nor to condemn what con- 
ſcience approved. 

All. Ah! ah! ah! 

Rector. The Satire in Theodoſius has inflicted 
ſuch wounds as probably will never be healed. I 
am not alluding to Dr. Prieſtley only, but to ſe- 
veral others. As to the challenge given by the 
Writer, I am of opinion diametrically oppoſite to 
the Monthly Reviewers, for if it be declined, it 
will bean everlaſting reproach to Dr. Prieſtley and 
his cauſe. 
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Patriot. The Converſion of Silas Deane to 
Atheiſm, is a moſt curious and important anec- 
dote—if true. 

Rector. You might well doubt the truth of 
the narrative But the author having declared in 
a note that he would ſatisfy (not idle curioſity) 
but any ſerious enquirer I had the pleaſure, or 
rather the pain to hear every ſyllable of this inte- 
reſting and awful detail confirmed by the Gentle- 
man who received the Confeſſion from the lips of 


Silas Deane on his death bed * 


Pairict. Amazing | 
Rector. From that moment I reſolved to take 
an active part againſt the Repeal of the Teſt and 


Corporation Acts, being fully convinced that 


popery and atheiſin—in the language of Theodoſius 
—would overwhelm the Church and Conftitution, 
and every thing venerable and ſacred. 

Jacobite. God forbid! my neighbour is pleaſed 
—in joke, I hope—to call me a Jacobite, merely 
becauſe I cannot diſcern the advantages of a ſtu- 
pendous . National Debt, and a load of Taxes. 


But from my heart I abhor Popery, and ſhudder 


at the moſt diſtant idea of infidelity—lt the rea- 
ſoning in the Pamphlet you mention be juſt---and 
I have too good an opinion of the honor and ve- 
Tacity of our worthy Rector to doubt it ; re- 


joice that the Diſſenters are defeated in their at- 


tempts. 

Rector. The reaſoning is irreſiſtable, for it is 
founded on fads. But it is uncandid to cenſure 
the whole body of Diſſenters. Thouſands and 
Tens of Thouſands of that learned, wealthy, and 
reſpectable people view the deſigns of Dr. Prieſt- 


/ | ley 


There is alſo a curious Anecdote in this Pamphlet relative 
to Lord Stormont, well worthy the attention of Stateſmen. 


— 
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ley and his aſſociates with horror. As an inſtance, 
I will only add, that Theodo/eus was advertiſed from 
the pulpit, and recommended to Congregations. 
Jacobite, In a bumper, then—and with all 
the powers of my ſoul—l toaſt the Right Hon. 
TW. Pitt—and confuſion ro Popery and Infidelity. 
All. Mr. Pitt—and confuſion to Popery and 
Infidelity. 


rn YI. 


Concerning a more EQUAL 


REPRESENTATION in PARLIAMENT. 


Jacobite. Having proved that Sir George's 
plea—we ought to acquieſce in the preſent ſtate of 
Things, becauſe of the bleſſings we enjoy under the 
Sceptre of the Houſe of Brunſwick, and under the 
adminiſtration of Mr. Pitt—is futile, and having 
cheerfully relinquiſhed my ideas of unlimited tole- 
ration, on conviction of its tendency to popery 
and atheiſm, 1 truſt I ſhall be heard with candour 
and indulgence when contending for a reform in 
parliament. | 

Sir George. Undoubtedly : your ready acqui- 
eſcence in the propriety of Mr. Pitt's conduct, on 
the ſubject of the Teſt and Corporation Acts, 
does you the higheſt honour, 

Jacobite. That the people of England are fully 
and fairly repreſented is a poſition which no man 


can ſupport in argument, and which few men 
| | have 
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have the temerity to countenance by ſimple aſſer- 
tion. It is confeſſed I intreat your attention to 
the important fact—-it is confeſſed by Mr. Fox; 
and by Mr. Pitt, men of oppoſite views and inte- 
reſts, that a reform in repreſentation is eſſential 
to the perfection of the conſtitution. | 

Patrict. It is ſuperfluous to illuſtrate by argu- 
ment, what is granted by gentlemen fo juſtly ad- 
mired for wiſdom and political information. 

Rector. Clearly fo: if it be the privilege of 
_ Engliſhmen to be adequately repreſented in Par- 
liament, it is manifeſt that we are not in the com- 
plete enjoyment of our privileges. 

Sir George. On this point we are all perfectly 
agreed :—A reform is certainly neceſſary but the 
preſent moment is inexpedient. 

Jacobite. I have already noticed the filly apo- 
logy made by the miniſter. He firſt admits an 
equal repreſentation to be a privilege to which we 
are entitled, and then adds—but it is not expedient 
for us to enjoy that privilege at preſent. What 
an indignity to the people of England! They are 
not to be entruſted with their own privileges In 
other words, the views of government are beſt 
promoted, when the people are not in the enjoy- 
ment of their Liberties! The true cauſe of the 
Miniſter's reluctance is this; a certain great man 
is an enemy to reform, and the moment the bill 
paſſes the Commons, the power of the miniſter 
is at an end. But let true hearted Engliſhmen be 
firm and unanimous, and Courtiers ſhall be taught 
this ſalutary rol; the privileges f the people are 
as ſacred as the prerogatives of the throne. 

Patriot. Indeed they are. | 

Rector. Beyond controverſy. Te 

Sir George. 1 am not diſpoſed to controvert a po- 
ſition ſo abſolutely jult, 

Jacobite. 
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Jacobite. I perceive then, though of oppoſite 
parties and principles, in this we agree—A reform 
in parliamentary repreſentation is neceſſary. 

All. Certainly. | 

Patriot. And ought to be demanded imme- 
diately. The argument is weak and wicked 
that we are to reſt ſatisfied when deprived of the 
beſt and moſt facred Birthrights of Engliſhmen, 
becauſe all things are going on peaceably and well.” 
The ſame plea is uſed by deſpotic Princes. But 
cannot reconcile it to Reaſon that my Steward 
may aſſume the Management of my Eſtates, and 
continue in Authority over my Tenants—again/t 
my will—merely becauſe my affairs flouriſh under 
his controul. To ſay nothing of the indignity--- 
let us only ſuppoſe that he becomes diſhone/t— 
how am I to act? © Diſplace him.” But he tells 
me he has authority to continue in the Controul 
of my Affairs ſeven years Now this is exactly 
the Caſe with Septennial Parliaments, and it is 
an Indignity not to be endured. 


CHAPTER 
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ANNUAL PARLIAMENT S. 


Jacobite, It is an axiom of Politics as demon- 
ſtrable as any propoſition in Euclid, that the 
People of England have a natural, civil, and con- 
fitutional Right to annual Parliaments. 

Sir George. Be ſo obliging, my dear Sir, as 

to — 2 this threcfold Right. 
FJacobite. In a ſtate of nature, every Man's 
Lite, Liberty, and Property are at his own diſ- 
poſal; for no Man can poſſeſs a natural Right to 
the Life, Liberty, and Property of another. 

The civil Rights to ſhort Parliaments is equally 
obvious and indiſputable. . For Man enters into 

Society 


8 


Society either by tacit or avowed compact or elſe 
by force. | 

It by Force, it is a ſtate of flavery—a ſtate from 
which he may emancipate himſelt by force, with- 
out any infraction of the laws of God, of Nature, 
or of right Reaſon. 

It he enter into ſociety by tacit, or avowed con- 
ſent, he 1s neither morally nor conſcientiouſly ame- 
nable to any laws of that ſociety, touching Life, 
Liberty, or Property, unleſs he have a ſhare in 
paſting thoſe laws perſonally, or by his Repreſenta- 
live. 
Rector. No thinking man can object to that 
reaſoning, unleſs he do violence to his Conſci— 
ence. 

Jacobite. The conſtitutional Right is yet more 
obvious, for it is a Fact on the — of Parli- 
ament. It was not till 1716, two years after the 
happy acceſſion of the puiſſant and moſt gracious 
family of the Brunſwicks, that the People of En- 
gland were ** robbed of triennial Parliaments. *” 
But their right to annual Parliaments is virtually 
declared in Magna Charta, and was enjoyed for 
many centuries. 

The Repreſentatives of the People aſſemble in 
Parliament to redreſs Grievances —and to vote Sup- 
tes to the Executive Power. But, peradventure, 


the Repreſentative of this or that County may have 


betrayed his truſt in the former Seſſion, and 
therefore in a natural, civil, and © conſtitutional 
Senſe, it is proper, expedient, and neceſſary he 
ſhould be diſmiſſed their Servire. If any gentle- 
man in the room has the ſhadow of an argument, 
or any ſubterfuge of ſophiſtry to oppoſe to theſe 


maxims of Common Senſe, let him ſpeak. 
| Silence, 


* Dr. Johnſon, 
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Silence, according to a homely proverb, gives 
conſent. In fact, to admit a power in Parliament 
to vote itſelf independent of the People. for ſeven 
years is to admit a power that might extend that 
independency to /even hundred years, They were 
choſen, pro hac vice, for one Seſſion only, by our 
. wiſe and provident Anceſtors. To vote Supplies 
to the Executive Power more than once without 
receiving the approbation of their Conſtituents was 
juſtly conſidered as a daring Outrage on the Rights 
of the People, and an unpardonable infraction of 
the Laws of the Conſtitution. 

But as every thing human is attended with its 
inconveniencies, I ſhall be happy if Sir George, 
and others of this honourable company will ſtate 
their objections to annual Parliaments, 


G CHAPTER 


of 4s. 2 


re. 


Which Treats of the 
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ANNUAL PARLIAMFN TS. 


Sir George. I arrange my objections under 

three diſtinct heads. 
1. It has a tendency to eſtabliſh a 
Democracy. 
2. To create Delay. 
And to encreaſe Expence. 

The equlibrium of the Conſtitution is now hap- 
pily adjuſted. But I have reaſon to fear it would 
be deſtroyed were additional influence given the 
People. 

Conſiderable Delays, alſo, muſt be occaſioned 
— Public Buſineſs, it Parliament be annually diſ- 
olved. 


And 


C0 


Add to this, an Increaſe of Expence from the 
frequency of Elections. 

Rector. Permit me, alſo, Sir George, to ſub- 
join an objection. It will increaſe Vice and Immo- 
rality. | 
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tir BE Xx 


CONTAINING an ANSWER 


Sj; IH 


FOREGOING OBJECTIONS. 


Jacobite. Though my ſportive Friend takes 
pleaſure in ſatiriſing me as a Jacobite, I find no 
difficulty in avowing-myſelf a republican, taking the 
word in its proper acceptation---a friend to the com- 
mon good. I conſider this Nation as a Society of 
Men aſſociated for their common welfare. Of this 
Republic, or Commonwealth, the King is Chief 

j Magiltrate---primus inter Pares---the fir/# among 
his equals. | Os 

And, as in the eſtimation of the Deity and right 
Reaſon, the happineſs of millions is of more im- 

I portance than the proud prerogatives and tinſelled 
glory of an individual, we perceive the W—_— 
that 
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that ancient maxim of civil policy---/a/us populi- 
ſuprema lex *---and infer that the Intereſts of the 
* commonwealth are never to be ſacrificed to the In- 
tereſts of the throne. If, therefore, this increaſe 
of Democratical Power was to diminſh even the 
juſt or legal Prerogatives of the Crown, it would be 
an argument of no force when oppoſed to the com- 
mon good. | 
But in truth, Annual Parliaments only re/tore 
the ancient and facred rights of the People of En- 
gland. Ihey be/tow no new and unprecedented 
influence, If, 1 err,” Sir George, | requeſt you 
will contradict me. | 
Patriot. It is impoſſible for any man to con- 
tradict fas, unleſs he be capable of contradicting 
conviction. | | 
acobite. As to delay—l ſhould not not notice 
it, if my reſpect for Sir George were not greater 
than my contempt for the argument. It was firſt 
uſed by that unprincipled patron of Corruption, 
Sir Robert Walpole, on a Motion for the Repeal 
of the Septennial At. Do we not ſee that Bills of 
the laſt importance are often paſſed in a ſingle Seſ- 
ſion? And ſuppoſe, once in a century, a ſubje& 
like that of the Slave Trade, or the Trial of Mr. 
Haſtings, be brought before Parliament, they 
maſt proceed exactly as they do now---print their 
Evidence and pals an act to render it admiſſible... 
and finiſh the bufineſs with all convenient ſpeed. 
Death will make no greater havock in Annual 
Parliaments than in Septennial. And as to any 
change of Repreſentatives, it is not to be appre- 


hended, 


® The Safety of the People js the firſt Law of Politics and 
Nature. | 


2 
hended, unleſs a Member betray bis truſt. Pa. 
triots may always depend on a grateful People. 

In point of Expence---I ſincerely believe that a 
Parliament of patriots may be anxually returned at 
a much leſs Charge than at preſent. here will 
be leſs Riot--and conſequently, my dear Rector, 
leſs Vice and Immorality. 


CHAPTER 
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Of the ADVANTAGES 


or 


ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS. 


Jacobite. The Advantages of Annual Parlia- 
ments are apparent. 

It will leflen, if not totally deſtroy, bribery and 
corruption. Sir Robert Walpole, in anſwer to the 
charge Miniſterial Dependants corrupt their 
« Conftituents””---faid, gentlemen in office find 
it difficult to ſave ſufficient ready money in the 
ſpace of /even years to diſtribute at elections. 

Ergo. The difficulty in annual Parliaments will 
increaſe ſeven-fold ; and, by a juſt inference, bri- 
bery and corruption wall decreaſe ſevæn- fold. 


* 


— —ů — 


® 
a 
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Again. If, happily, it be inconvenient for 
Placemen and Penſioners to pay an annual viſit to 
their conſtituents, I hope it will induce the Elec- 
tors of Great Britain to chooſe worthy Gentle- 
men of property in their reſpective neighbour- 
hoods, to repreſent them in Parliament. Men 
who have ſomething at tate - Men who are tho- 
roughly informed of the /ocal Intereſts of their 
Conſtituents, and who feel an honeſt pride in 
promoting the welfare of their Country. For a 
Houſe of Commons compoſed of Placemen, Pen- 


fioners, Officers of the Army, Officers of the Navy, 


—and Gentlemen of the Long Robe—pay the 
profoundeſt reſpe& to the mandates of the Minil- 


ter, but none to the intereſts of their Conſtituents ; 


for their intereſts are diſtinct. 

I cannot deny myſelf the pleaſure of reading 
an extract from the ſpeech of that worthy Patriot, 
Sir John St. Aubin, on a propoſed Repeal of the 
Septennial Act. 

Long Parliaments, Sir, firſt introduced Bri- 
bery, and a ſpurious Repreſentation of the People. 
The Dependents on the Crown and Miniſters, 
though unknown in the Boroughs they repreſent, 
have been able to ſupplant Country Gentlemen of 
great characters and fortune who live in the neigh- 
bourhood. I do not ſpeak this on idle ſpecula- 
tion, it is too well known. It is a ſore which 
has been long eating into the. vital parts of our 
Conſtitution. Give the people their ancient Right 
of annual h lections, and that will reſtore the de- 
cayed authority of Parliaments, and put our con- 
ſtitution into a natural condition of working out 
its own cure of all the diſeaſes under which it 
labours. F Upon the whole, Sir, I am of opi- 

| nion 
45, 


+ Excellent Advice, 


E _— 


nion that I cannot expreſs a greater zeal for his | V 
Majęſey— for the Liberties of the People and for if 
the honour and dignity of this Houſe, than by W 
Voting the Repeal of the Septennial Act.“ L\ Wm 
lent arguments of this independent Member, is 


curious. He ſtated that the Peecple are apt to | <q 
be ſeized with ſudden panics and alarms, and that : q: 
Septenmal Parliaments afford Miniſters an oppor- \ 
tunity to quiet their fears and bring them to their ** 
ſenſes, before a General Election takes place.” 
If there be any point in this argument, it is eaſily 
retorted—Minifters are apt to be ſeized with a 
ſudden defire to pleaſe their Employers, and ad- 
vance their own views at the Expence of the People 
Annual Elections, therefore, are very neceſſary, 
as they afford an opportunity to bring Miniſters | 
to their ſenſes before they accompliſh the ruin of ! 4 
the People. | 4 

Beſides the advantages of Annual Parliaments + 
in a political view, as they afford the people a ſa- 
lutary controul over the Executive authority 
and in a moral view, as they deſtroy Bribery and 
Corruption, and their inſeparable conſequences 
Intoxication and Perjury—they will be extremely 
beneficial in a ſacial ſenſe, and revive thoſe vene- 
rable habits of good neighbourhood, and that 
old Engliſh hoſpitality, for which our Anceſtors 
were ſo renowned. 

At preſent, when there is a vacancy, the mi- 
niſter diſpatches ſome ſpruce Courtier to the Bo- 
rough to intoxicate the men, flatter the women, 
and corrupt the magiſtrates. When choſen, he 
ſmiles at the ſimplicity of the flats, returns to 
15 | 9 town, 


The anſwer made by Sir Robert to the excel- 4 ; 


+ Parliaments and Elections are uſed as ſynonymous. ' 
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town, votes with the miniſter on all occaſions of 
importance, and retires to a watering place to 
diſſipate the profits of venality on the meaneſt 
wretches in Exiſtence, on players, fidlers, ſharpers 
and buffoons, 5 

A country gentleman, on the contrary, will 
find it his intereſt to reſide on his paternal eſtate, 
and to ſpend his income where it ought to be 
ſpent, at home. The country will not then be 
ſuch a deſert as it is at preſent. The forſaken 
manſions of our anceſtors will unfold their hoſpi- 
table doors: life and vigour will be more equally 
diffuſed throughout the 1 and the metro- 
polis be no longer a moral curſe to the common- 
wealth. 1 
Patriot. I hear my worthy friend, with as 
much cordial approbation as Addiſon ever heard 
his Sir Roger de Coverley ; the metropolis is cer- 
tainly the centre of attraction for all ranks and 
conditions of men. Its fatal influence on the eco- 
nomy, on the innocency and happineſs of ſociety, 
I ſincerely lament. As to thoſe, who forſake hes 
reditary manſions in the country, for the vain and 
frivolous amuſements of a watering place, they 
are to be pitied for want of ta/te, and deſpiſed for 
want of patriati/m. | s 

Sir George. If I am not too late in point of 
order, I wiſh to relate an objection to the pro- 
jected reform in parliamentary repreſentation, 
Do you propoſe an increaſe of vaters“ 

Jacobite. Certainly. 

Sir George. To what deſcription of men do 
you wiſh to extend the privilege? 

\ Facobite. To all who pay ſcot and lat. | 

Sir George, That is the point to which [ . 

je; 
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* under the idea that it will increaſe the in- 


uence of the people. 
Facobite. I have remarked already that the hap- 


pineſs of the people is the ſupreme view of poli- 


tical union. It, therefore, the influence of the 
ople were to increaſe beyond the meaſure aſ- 
igned by ſpeculative writers, it would be juſt 
and expedient if it promote the common good. But 
in the preſent inſtance there will be no exceſs of 
influence, but merely a reſtoration of that poli- 
tical equilibrium, which a friend to the conſtitu- 
tion deemed neceſſary, when he ſaid the influence 
of the crown has increaſed, is increaſing, and ought 
to be diminiſhed. F t 
Sir George. But my friend, Mr. Burke, de- 
clared the. other day, that the influence of the 
Crown is not too great. 
Jacobite. The beſt apology, Sir George, which 
I can offer for that viſionary old man is—in/anity. 
Mark his Conſiſtency—He moved for a Bill to 
„ Diminiſh the enormous Influence of the Crown.” 
He was oppoſed in his views, and- could not re- 
duce the alarming” Influence of which he com- 
# plained, more than a third of what he intended. 
Therefore—cither Mr. Burke wiſhed to diminifh 
the juſt and neceſſary Influence of the executive 
3 his preſent language is fal/e and wicked. 
t is in the recollection of every one, that the Pa- 
tronage taken by Lord North and Mr. Fox from 
the Eaſt India Company was deemed too impor- 
tant to be veſted even in a Committee of the com- 
mons. But that Influence has been aſſumed by 
the Miniſter, under another form, and veſted in 
the 


+ Mr. Dunning. 
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the throne. And yet this man*—whoſe patriotiſm 
is Art, but whoſe duplicity is habitual—has the 
aſſurance to inform the People of England, that 
the Influence of the Crown is now ſufficiently di- 
miniſhed !!! 

I except Paupers from the liſt of Voters for a 
very obvious Reaſon—The end of chooſing Re- 

reſentatives is to have a Voice in paſſing Laws 
relative to Life—Liberty—and Property. Now a 
Pauper has no Property. His Life is preſerved by 
public contribution. And his Liberty depends on 
the local regulations of the pariſh where he 1s ſup- 
ported. To extend the privilege of a Vote, there- 
fore, to a Pauper would be at once incapedicar 
and abſurd. 
But the Houſcholder who contributes to the 
ſupport of a Pauper is juſtly entitled to a vote 
for a Repreſentative. His Life, Liberty, and Pro- 
perly are at the diſpoſal of the /aws—and there- 
1 his aſſent to the laws is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary to conſtitute him a freeman. This is a com- 
mon ſenſe argument, which metaphyſical ſoplultry 
may confound but cannot confute. 

, Reftor. It has the approbation of 2 very, 
oul. 

Patriot. And of mine. 

Sir George. But do you not apprehend, Sir, 
that two great inconveniencies will reſult from 
this ſyſtem of election. Firſt, confuſion from the 
multiplicity of voters—and ſecondly, undue in- 
uence of the wealthy over the dependent houſe- 
holder ? 

acobite. With your permiſſion, Sir George, 
I will communicate a plan on which all the elec- 
tions 


* Mr, Burke. 
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tions in Great Britain may be made in one day. 
Take for inſtance, a County election.ä—Let the 


 . miniſter, churchwardens, and other officers of 


every pariſh, aſſemble at the veſtry, take the ſuf- 
frages of the houſeholders, and tranſmit them, on 


| oath, to the Sheriff. Here will be no perjury, 


for the pariſh books will ſettle any diſputable point 
in a moment——no riot, for hired partizans, if 
any, will be too widely ſcattered to raiſe a mob. 
All the ſchemes of regiſtering Freeholders, and 
of putting the nation to an immenſe expence for 


r. them, will be unneceſſary. 


Sir George. Excellent! The confuſion, by this 
mode of collecting votes, will be infinitely leſs 
than at preſent. 

Jacobite. Sir George, you are candid. As to 
the other objections, let us bring it to my old 
faſhioned ſtandard, common ſenſe. 

Vour friend here is a Candidate for the Borough 
of ******, he has your good wiſhes and your 
vote. In a neighbouring Village are ſeveral ſub- 


ſtantial houſeholders; but who, on the preſent 
ſyſtem, have no Vote. Now let us ſuppoſe them 


in poſſeſſion of this. indiſputable right—Y ou wait 
on them, and ſolicit thcir Votes for your friend— 
Such- is the influence of your charaQter in the 
neighbourhood, that they comply with your 
wiſhes. In this caſe, your ſriend is brought into 
Parliament by your intereſt which he enjoyed 


before the increaſe of Votes, ſo that in one point 


of view, matters {till reſt on /ocal influence, 

On the other hand—many thouſand houſe- 
holders will be reſtored to the dignity and conſe· 
quence of Engliſhmen. 

But J much queſtion, Sir George, if local in- 
fluence - except the influence of Exalted virtue 

will 
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will have that weight we have preſuppoſed. The 
Peaſant is now as much enlightened as the lower 
ranks of Freeholders were formerly, and we have 
Manufacturers and Commercial Men as capable 
of giving evidence in Parliament as the firſt Peer 
in the Realm. Literature is more generally cul- 
tivated. The Rights of Man are defined, and 
_ Conſtitution underſtood by all orders of 
en. 

I am a ſteady friend to the Landed Intereſt ; but 
he muſt be a ſhallow Politician, or a diſhoneſt 
Man, who diſregards the Commercial and Funded 
Intereſts. Now they are diſregarded, if they are 
not Repreſented in Parliament ; but they cannot 
be repreſented in Parliament, *till Men of Funded 
and Commercial property enjoy the privilege of a 
a Vote. | 

What a reproach to the national character to 
ſuffer Old Sarum to be repreſented, while the 

teſt Commercial Towns have no Voice in Par- 
lament! ! ! 

Jo be free, and to tranſmit freedom to poſte- . 
rity, we muſt have an equal Repreſentation and 
Annual Parliaments, We {hall then , have the 
pleaſure of hearing the Voice of the People. | 

Patriot. My dear and worthy Friend, I deſpair 
of ſeeing ſo pure a ſyſtem of Repreſentation eſta- 
bliſhed even by Pitt himſelf---my favourite Miniſter. 
I fincerely believe, were ſuch a ſyſtem eſtabliſhed 
throughout the univerſe, we might beat our ſpears 
into pruning hooks, and our ſwords into Ploughſhares ; 
for ſuch would be the reſtraint on the mad ambi- 
tion and pride of Kings that wars would ceaſe for 
ever. 

Rector. Amen / 

Jacobite. 


.... Ts J 
Jacobite. I have no favourite Miniſters; my $ 
Country is my favourite. It is our right, and we . 
will enjoy it. The People have the Conſtitution in ' 
their hands. It reſts with them to obtain juſtice | - 
for themſelves and poſterity. | | 
\ 
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CHAPTER Xl. 


Concerning a TEST. 


Jacobite. And to obtain juſtice for themſelves 
and poſterity, I recommend a Teft—or ſolemn 
declaration to be ſigned by Candidates at the ap- 
proaching General Election. 

Sir George. To what purport ? 

Facobite. To the following. 


The TEST 
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I, A. B. Candidate to repreſent the Borough 
of , or the County of „in the en- 
ſuing Parliament, do ſolemnly declare that will ſup- 
port, to the utmoſt of my power, in the firit ſeſ- 
ſion of the ſaid Parliament, a Bill to reſtore an- 
nual elections, and to equalize Kcpreſentation. 
And in caſe the ſaid Bill be rejected, I do fur- 
ther promiſe to obey the inſtructions of my Con- 
ſtituents in this important buſineſs, or vacate my 
feat ; notwithſtanding thoſe inſtructions may re- 


ter to the mutiny bill, or the current ſupplies of the 
year, 


1 Rector. 
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Rector. 1 oppoſe it—leſt Mr. Fox's party ſhould 
be brought in and overthrow the Church. 

Jacobite. I will add a Clauſe to remove your 
fears. | | 

And ] further promiſe to ſupport our preſent 
“ happy Conſtitution in Church and State.“ 

Rector. My objection is done away. 

Sir George. And I oppoſe it, leſt a majority of 
Mr. Fox's friends ſhould be brought into Parlia- 
ment, and our preſent excellent Miniſter be ob- 
liged to retire, to the great injury of Commerce, 
and perhaps of the Con/titution. 

Patriot. To order, Sir George, to order. You 
know my attachment to Mr. Pitt. But I cannot 
fit in filence, and hear ſuſpicions thrown on ſome 
of the firſt characters in the world. Do you ima- 
gine, Sir George, that the Duke of Portland will 
countenance meaſures that mult ultimately ruin 
himſelf ? 1 have not the moſt diſtant idea that the 
Duke of Devonſhire—the Duke of Portland—the 
Duke of Norfolk, or any other men of ſuch im- 
menſe property will concur in any ſteps that will 
diminiſh their dignity or eſtates. But that law 
which does not diminiſh their dignity or eſtates 
cannot affect ur . Beſides, this is the glory of 
Annual Parliaments —if any ſcheme be in agita- 
tion to injure the liberty or property of the ſub- 
jet, a New Election will defeat the deſign. 

Jacobite. Yes, yes— that is the Point. We 
cau diſſolve a Confederacy at Pleaſure. Were I 
certain that Mr. Fox would ſpend 5 Millions in 
the Courſe of the Year, I ſhould conceive annual 
Parliaments cheaply purchaſed. In fact, there is 
no conſideration, human or divine, of ſufficient 
moment to induce a Patriot to poſtpone his ardent 
and indefatigable efforts to reſtore the Privileges of 
the People. | 
Patriot. 
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Patriot. Danger ſhould not deter us from 
Duty. It will be ſeven Years before the glorious 
criſis will return. The Injuries to be apprehended 
from /eptennial Parliaments are infinitely greater 
than any that can poſſibly take place in one Year, 
under the moſt wicked and abandoned Miniſtry 
that ever exiſted. 

Rector. It is ungenerous to ſuppoſe that the 
Duke of Portland is. not as anxious to promote 
the Glory and Proſperity of this Country, as Mr. 
Pitt. But, as you truly obſerve, Sir, were he 
diſpoſed to Miſchief, he could accompliſh little in 
a Twelvemonth, and then he may be diſmiſſed 
if his miniſtry be not upright. 

Sir George. I am ſatisfied that annual Parlia- 
ments will eſtabliſh our liberties on a Baſis that 
never can be ſhaken, and as you have removed 
my doubts as to the expediency of the Meaſure, g 
you have my beſt wiſhes for its ſucceſs ; for I fin- 
cerely love my Country. 


Jacobite. Bravo! Sir George—Give me your 
hand—God bleſs you ! 
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ADVICE oo LECTORMS, 


By the whole COMPANY preſent. 


1. Of two or more Candidates, give your vote 
and intereſt to him who figns the Teſt. 

2. Of two or more candidates who ſign the 
Teſt, give the preference to him who lives in 
your neighbourhood. | 
3. And of two or more candidates who ſign 
the teſt, and live in your neighbourhood, preter 
him whois a good economiſt ; yet charitable, bu. 
mane, and given to hoſpitality. In a word, pre- 
fer the man of religion and virtue. 

4. Do not ſell your birthright for a meſs of pot- 
tage, for a cockade, a dinner, and a few courtly 
promiſes. As to a bribe, make the man, who 
dares to offer one, an example of your juſt diſ- 
pleaſure, : 8 | 
F. Have the noble ambition to preſent your re- 
preſentatives with a ſeat free of expence ; for if 
they buy you, peradventure they will /e you. 

6. Be perpetually on your guard againſt thoſe 
intereſted men, who artfully declaim againſt an- 
nual parliaments, and an equal repreſentation. Be 
unanimous, be zealous, and you will be SUC- 
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7. Fjnally —without a moment's delay, let ever 
real patriot—every friend to the dignity and belt, 
Intereſts of Engliſhmen, exert himſelf ſtrefuouſlly 
to.eſtabliſh a general tet throughout the kingdom; 
and may God bleſs our united EFFORTS. 
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